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Media release: Protecting the children of Khayelitsha
As the country commemorates Child Protection Week, Sikhula Sonke Early Childhood Development (ECD), an NGO focused on the improvement of ECD services in Khayelitsha, takes the time to thank the people who help to keep its children safe and marks Child Protection Week through activities, stories, dance and round table discussions with the community and government representatives.
“We’re encouraged that so many stand together for the rights of our children,” says Mdebuka Mthwazi, Director of Sikhula Sonke. “We also believe in the importance of saying thank you, and we want to instill a culture of gratitude in our children – knowing that they can go to the police or rescue services for help can make the difference between life and death. This week is all about building relationships between the organisations that serve Khayelitsha. Working together we can create a safe and healthy environment for our children.”
The organisation has a whole week of activities planned aimed at creating awareness about the need for child protection; this is as a consequence of recently reported incidents of gross child abuse which include rape, sexual abuse and trafficking of children. Further issues in discussion this week include meaningful access to basic education (particularly early childhood development), children and HIV/AIDS, children’s rights to social services, addressing inequalities and the need to prioritise essential services for young children.
The highlight of the week takes place on Wednesday, when children will hand over cards and tokens of thanks to representatives of the Khayelitsha SAPS, as the children recognise the important role of the police in keeping them safe.
Khayelitsha is one of the fastest growing townships in the Western Cape. Many of the residents are unemployed and more than 60% of the population is under 18. With the economic and social challenges Khayelitsha faces, it is children who are most affected. Organisations like Sikhula Sonke, VPUU, HeadsUp, MOSAIC, Lovelife, Grassroots Soccer and the UWC Legal Aid Clinic are standing together with the City of Cape Town’s Development arm, SAPS and Metro Police to speak for the rights of Khayelitsha’s children. 

Ends …

About Sikhula Sonke Early Childhood Development:

In response to an identified need for an appropriate early childhood development intervention for the children of Khayelitsha and surrounding communities, Sikhula Sonke opened its doors in 2001, working with the Grassroots Educare Trust to meet its mandate of providing quality early childhood development interventions.

Sikhula Sonke hosts four projects:

· The Funda-Udlale Library Project provides a range of educational toys and books – individually and through ECD centres;

· Emthonjeni is a community-based programme, offering ECD sessions out in the open, around the communal water taps of the informal settlements (hence the name, which means ‘well’); 

· The Family Community Motivators Programme takes ECD interventions into individual households, with its main goal being a reduction in the number of children who do not access early childhood development services; 
· The goals of the Basic Training, Coaching and Support Programme are achieved through the training and support of enrolled ECD practitioners.

	For more information: 


	Melanie Jackson

melanie@sikhulasonke.org.za
082 852 0731 



	Website
	www.sikhulasonke.org.za




PAGE  
2

