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Media release: Khayelitsha kids splash out

A group of children from Harare, Khayelitsha, took the plunge at their very first swimming lesson and with a little coaxing and a lot of support, it wasn’t long before they were happily splashing about. 

Sikhula Sonke Early Childhood Development (ECD) and Grassroots Soccer, a sports education NPO, both based in Khayelitsha, came together to offer swimming lessons to children in resource-poor communities, with Sikhula Sonke’s group of future champions taking to the water to launch the project.

 “We value this partnership immensely, and appreciate Grassroots' willingness to involve our ECD outreach children. Emthonjeni children typically have few opportunities to learn to swim or even participate in organised sports in the communities they live in,” says Mdebuka Mtwazi, Executive Director of Sikhula Sonke.  

“Well done to Babalwa Momoti, our Emthonjeni Team Leader, and Nokuzola Mathiso of Grassroots, and all the swimming instructors. We are delighted by their enthusiasm and welcome this opportunity to promote water safety in the area.”

Ends …

About Sikhula Sonke Early Childhood Development:

In response to an identified need for an appropriate early childhood development intervention for the children of Khayelitsha and surrounding communities, Sikhula Sonke opened its doors in 2001, working with the Grassroots Educare Trust to meet its mandate of providing quality early childhood development interventions.

Sikhula Sonke hosts four projects:

· The Funda-Udlale Library Project provides a range of educational toys and books – individually and through ECD centres;

· Emthonjeni is a community-based programme, offering ECD sessions out in the open, around the communal water taps of the informal settlements (hence the name, which means ‘well’); 

· The Family Community Motivators Programme takes ECD interventions into individual households, with its main goal being a reduction in the number of children who do not access early childhood development services; 
· The goals of the Basic Training, Coaching and Support Programme are achieved through the training and support of enrolled ECD practitioners.
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